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| $0 where were you 
when the mutants 
rose up? 
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We ran and ran and ran until 
the landscape changed and 
ny the weather turned. I stole 
| the truck, and Colossus drove 


For weeks we've lived in the 

wilderness, changing locations 

every couple days, avoiding 

| the hiking trails, monitoring 

the park rangers, and staying 
under heavy tree canopy. 
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Like I know about 
the mountains. 
But Piotr did. 


We were wanted for murder, 
and the so-called crime of 
being a mutant in America. 

After Camp Angel, that 
was no joke. 


I should have put as much 
distance between Piotr and 
Wj, myself as possible. Tknow | = = 
‘A he was being tortured, but cal \ rs 
he straight up executed 
colonel Lake. I relive it in 
my nightmares, sometimes. 
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I loved my time 
in the mountains |) 
with Piotr. 


Quiet, 
Ororo, you'll 


Seer 


Out here, the horrors of 
the camp felt far away. 
Like a dream, maybe, or 


=| something in a book you 


might have once read. 


I know what you'll | 
say: denial, Ororo, | 
denial. 
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But it was just so easy 
to forget the rest of 
the world existed. 


We should = We just have q And you can bet the 
find some news, friends are to hope they're safe. social Sire art that 
maybe something’s out thera We won't help them by Was camp ad won't 
changed? : getting picked up by Feige again. It ae mere 
; he cops and tossed , like si ltt ie tole 
Nothing’s back in jail. ag, le ° i ae ace 
changed. There’s of the earth thing. 


nothing out there 
for us. _™ 


But the news 
won't tell you any of 
that. So why bother 

listening to lies? 


Did I feel ries Maybe. I’ve been 

running with the X-Men for a long 

time, and Piotr was right: I have 
a lot of friends out there. 


Pe 
But there’s no sense na — | 
of community with the AAS «SF 
mutants these days, ae a ke y 
no unifying identity lL Sy 
or purpose. <1’ 4 — 
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What does it mean to ; 

be a mutant, anyway? Rod 

We used to be proud x My 

of being born this way. Now we Know it was alla 
deliberate manipulation. | 7 
Where’s the pride in tha 


Oe 
We're all scared. It’s falling 
apart. No shared future, 
just a bunch of kids scared 
to come out of hiding. 


This 
can't be 
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sy) 
delusion. in these woods like 
Piease. criminals. 
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I am your a criminal! 
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When you ~ Y 
look at me 
like that... 
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Do not follow me, 
Ororo. Instead, rebuild 
your life. Be happy. 
Find balance. 
Find love. 


I care 
for you like 
family. Don’t 
ever forget 
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Okay, I admit z 
didn’t take that 
too well. 


\F-| 
I got my head together, 
for two weeks of walking, and 
4 hiked out of the mountains. 
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q 
silence does wonders. You'll j t 
| 


end up hating yourself in |\u 
new and interesting ways. BaLs 


y [ But the scales VIL 
will fall From |.% 
those eyes. 


I felt like a new woman. 
And after thoroughly 
embarrassing myself 

with Piotr... 


i fla ..L wasready to F 
) «start thinking like [ 
oan X- gain. F 
Whatever that meant ll 
these days. The point [ 
is, I was ready. AN 
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It wasn’t until I was 
lying in the grass, 
bleeding, that I realized 
I hadn’t used them 
since Camp Angel. 


o een aati ae 
ie 


aa 


as 


Oa 
sti 


é ui - 


And then it was 
too late to do 
anything at all. 
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Me and everyone 


They broke me. 
else in the camp } 


I heard you 
were an X-Man. 
I believed it, too, 
until L got a good -== 
look at you. 
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You be careful, 
I might ask you to 
| sign an intimate 
ody part. (a 


‘Then one day, 
liberation came. 


This is 
where we join 
Kitty Pryde. 


camp 14, twenty Ss, 
miles southwest of \ 
us. Mutants took it 
over, and a fewmore [| __ 
like it. I heard the 
guards talking. 


she’s real, 
and she’s taking 
the fight to the 


no way that’s E Y 
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e Kitty Pryde Aly 
“ doing that. f 
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> she’s amyth, 
Blackheath. The 


—\\ stories are bogus, 


r\ no one but you 
believes them. 


I’ve never 
seen 50 many 
Sentinels! 


Kitty’s 
a child, nota 
revolutionary. 


sam has this 
way in under 
my skin. It’s 
Prove to total schoolyard 
me the X-Men tactics, but it f 
can’t pull works on me. 
this off. A Naas . 
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Ae ...which was surprisingly easy lame 
when a bunch of mutants 
stop eee like victims 
and believe they can do it. 


Hold up, 
I’m coming! 


The mutants appeared in the [am 
dozens, in the hundreds, and 
William StrykKer’s sentinel 
army was ho match. 


They were a defeated force from 

the moment we rose up and broke 

free of the network of camps and 
system of oppression that had 
become our reality for 50 long. 


LIBERATION. 


THE BATTLE FOR 
MUTANT FREEDOM. 


of Kitty Pryde, speaking not of murder and 
revenge, but mutant self-determination. 
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The mutants appeared in the |p 
| dozens, in the hundreds, and 
| the Sentinels were no match 
| for us. They were a defeated [im 
| force from the get-go, it was BNE 
»| like our victory was a diven. ff eC 
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And maybe it was. |uueununanace 
This was our time. es 


I missed Piotr so 


much. He should have ae J 


been here, in this 
righteous battle... 


We were a community. This was a 
common effort. We were fighting f 
for our future, a shared dream 
of freedom and equality. OF the 
right to live. 


The mutants won that day, and 
even though in the days that 
followed, we would lose an even |i; 
greater battle as the government 
unveiled its “cure,” in this 
one historic moment... 


...we were united. 
We were X-Men. 
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What do you | 
need, miss? 


Ye, Well, 
ey re hob 
/ here now, they 


\ We're pulling out 
= sbmeae 


What about 
the other days? 
Is there a record 

or a list of who 
took the cure? 


Good luck 
getting access 
to it, though. 


What’s the 


Nope, 
M( no Rasputins 
atall. 


| I risk 

my job, and 

you ask me 
that? 


I told you, 
_your friend 
didn’t take the 
cure. Now leave 
me alone. 
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Perhaps we . g 
were arrogant. | , a 
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BUACKHEATH 
 -OANISE 
r) Perhaps we 
ee flaunted our 
N superiority. 


ROGUES =  \ Maybe we thought we were 


DON ETOUCHS ~ | truly being left alone, and 
\ Yc AW could do as we pleased. 
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Fools to think it would 
ever get better. 
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Check out the 
new trail. It runs 
north-south along 
the long axis of Utopia. 
I’m calling it the 
Hudson Passage. 


Pubes But 
otta get 
Blac heath to 
talk to this seed 
of his. Two weeks 
ago this was 
salt flats... 


50 what's 
it gonna look 
like two weeks 
from now? _ 


When we were first dumped ot 
this land, we decided to i 
it “Utopia. " A joke, delivered 

il a sort of bitter laugh. 


fi. a challenge, | 
it turns en 
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, Our numbers Keep growing. We arrived 
here as twenty lost souls. But as word 
spread--thanks to Tony Stark and the 
media--mutants who never dared show 

') themselves before are now arriving daily. | 


a Q 
me LTE WAN, 
hy = The option of the cure fp 

doesn’t exist for them. 
But even if it did... 
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...Why would 
they take it? 


When we’ve proven 
what a mutant 
society can do? 


We call the entrance to 
Utopia "the broad approaches," 
and I make sure every one of 

us gets a chance tobe a 

greeter, to see the looks 
on the faces of those who 


walk up that meadow... 


..and realize 
they’ve come 
home. 


Most of 
us think it is, 
anyway. 


I’m their 
enemy. © 


Remember? 


Kitty, do 
you think Mach Two 
and her people are 
even still inside 


Maybe they 
followed their own 
advice and left to 
“take the fight to 
the enemy.” 


I’ve had Jimmy 
doing ae search & 
patterns to find them. I = 
have Black Box working to _And you're o™~ 
hack the nervous system —_ doing aerial recon 
of all these trees and every day. I feel like 
use it like a huge they must have gone 
trip wire sensor. underground but Magma 
assures me they : 
haven’t. a i : = 


Wanna go Jimmy’s 
Flying? supposed to be 
back soon. I 
should wait. 


Suit 


yourself. But 
you Know... : 


.All these 
new people 

arriving? It’s a 
good time to 
be single. 


Y put hey, at 
least you lg 
him to get a 
haircut. 


Jimmy Hudson. James 

Hudson. He’s starting |: 

to answer to that now. 
It suits him. 


We’re all changing 
for the better. |- 
t 
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| Rogue’s pulled out of her shell. 


With the voices and the visions \/ 


banished for good, and her brief 
romance with Quentin Quire 
fading from memory... 


she is finally free, 
completely free 


She spends hours ea y 
in the forest, surrounded by 
60 much life. "/t’s life I can 
touch,” she says. "An 
endless source of life that 
gives and gives and gives.” 


I’ve hever seen 
Marian look so 
happy and so 
healthy. 


We've had ethical debates on 
the nature of the sentient 
seed, and the forest it 
grew for us. 
There is an intelligence there, 
but it’s limited, primitive. Our 
best theory is a sort of 
symbiosis, with us as the 
host consciousness. 


hear you. 


We feel taken | 
care of. Watched 
over. 


Thank 
you. For 
everything. 


Well, screw 
you too, Mother 
Nature. 


Psylocke, 
you here? ; 


Cua 


MUSCLES 


Still 
the angriest 
fourteen-year- 
old girl ever. # 


Nos Fe 
report. Claw-boy 
is still running his 
search grids, but 
he always misses 

US by miles. 


And you're 
welcome for 
that. 


rshould & 
be in charge, 
for all L do for 


PSYLOCKE! 


TELEPATHI 


Oh, you 
have your 
qualities, I'll 

admit. 


I’m not 
an idiot. 


OF course you 
would. You're in 
love with me. 


pS And more 
thinking, less 
talking, idiot. 
Especially when 
it’s about her 
royal highness 
Nomi Blume. 
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But mutin 
isn’t one of them, 
so hush. As long as 
Nomi’s running this 
j little insurgency, she’s 
the one with the target 
on her back. I have no 
burning desire to be 
5 that person. : 


I 
leaves me 
ee. 


To fully 
infiltrate that army base of 
soldiers down the highway. Kitty’s 
backup, should she ever call for it, 
won't be picking up the phone. 


You're 
welcome for 
that, too. 


wanna take 
a walk in the 
woods? 


On second 
thought, you 
should stop the talking 
ahd the thinking. 
This‘Il all go so 

much better. 
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F ' I’ve done 
teed eset E> hothing for the last 


(| week but review footage 
| I of mutants streaming into 


if 
tT] 


\ this “Utopia,” only to 
\ disappear from my sight 
; once they enter. 
a > 
It’s completely 
unacceptable. 


_ IF this ..Perhaps it’s 
is to be some time I became 
supposed "Mutant a refugee. Went 
Homeland”... on a pildrimade es all t 

~ ; meet up a 
eae mee, 0600 hours. 


And Liz? 
let Derek 
know. 


start 
addressing 


me as Jean 


Grey. 


UTOPIA. 


(t didn’t stop with the mutant 
seed. We began there out of 
sheer necessity, and it’s honest 
to say it was something of an 
accidental discovery. 


But since then? I’m proud 
of my friends, who have been 
applying their skills to improving 

life for everyone in Utopia. 


That’s my contribution: 

a peaceful collective. A 

promise of nonviolence 

and a dedication to the 

sciences and to human 
rights. 


“Forgive the. 
phrasing. 


It goes beyond just 
providing the basics. 
We're inven “ae Innovating. 
Creating new technologies 
and approaches. With Tony 
stark’s help, we’re filing 
patents and incorporating. 


We are a true nation, with 
a (small) treasury, mineral 
wealth, a viable population 
that grows with each day, 
and the start of a 
governing concept. 


ELSEWHERE. 


NOMI BLUME: 

aka’ MACH TWO: 

CONTROLS METAL, 

CAN INHIBIT KITTY’S PHASING:POWER. 


LEADER OF THE. INSURGENCY: ) 


WASHINGTONSD:C: 
4 So are we 
<7 agreed? 
aw > wae Paxman. 


nary 
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No more overt 
attacks, yes. There’s 
only 50 much we can pull 
from the discretionary 
budget under the guise 
of black ops. 


The mutants 
have been shoring 
up their defenses. 

Another military action 
would be pointless. We 
need to work the 
political angle. 


The good 


captain dotted We'll 


his I’s and crossed 
his T’s, but my legal 
counsel see nothing in 
his executive order 
that can’t be 
undone. 


7 Public 
{ perception will 
be the biggest 

‘ hurdle. 


Absurd. 
Mutants are 
toxic in the 

polls. 


steamroll 
over them. The 
law, my friends, 
can sometimes 
do wonderful 
things. 


No American 
is going to 
support those 
creatures once they 
start breaking 
federal law. 


And 
the sentient 
seed? 


Including 
that. Stark 
Industries may 
seem formidable, 
my friends... 


And 
the business 
community? 


We'll be 
assigning no-bid 
contracts. Have 
your office submit 

candidates. 


Once we make 
the case that the 
cee are ee 
ates governmen Be he 
property, 0 goes _ aeBUt in this 
their patents and J WF ingtance they rove, 
copyrights. engineer this seed and 
" nullify its effects 
within weeks. 


So shall we 
say...Five days? 
We'll be back on the 
Hill in as much time. 
Have your legal 
teams ready. 


We were 
Knocked back on 
our heels, people, 
but America can be 
great again. We can 
again be the strategic 
and economic 
powerhouse we 
once were. 


Think of your 
grandchildren. 


d 
your 


giving you 
Make 
pitch. 
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CO on . ry 
/ Protect American et The bill, having 
Ideas and Property CENA ZY already passed the 
for the Vitality of 2 House of Representatives 
the Homeland Act. with a veto-proof majority, 
Honored members, i now looks on track to 
please cast your pass the Senate by 
votes. similar margins. 


8 a if ! 
yeas Nav7 ||| | 
This will place 


S.R. 334 enormous pressure on 
Protect American Ideas & Property Act the office of the President, 
as major leaders of industry 
have expressed support for 
the bill, as well as the 


Going unspoken 
is what some prominent 
critics claim is the true 
target of this legislation. 
“This is less an issue of 

restoring America’s economic 
power,” Tony Stark said ina 
recent interview, “but a 
direct attack on mutant 
sovereignty.” 


"It is a complete 
betrayal of the special 
arrangement Captain 
America has with the mutant 
community, one that the 
mutants themselves have 
fully complied with.” 
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-=——| My name is 
= Jean Grey. 


I was Karen Grant for the longest |=_=— 

time. Karen suited my needs, but s 
times have changed. The times [ae 

call for strong mutant leadership. 


“ A single leadership, with \,, 
an established homeland. 
One that befits and honors 
the mutant race. 
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Wi Vv No...L just 

‘ can’t believe it. 
a7 U2 \ i can’t believe 

Not havin _ y I’m here. 

aprend eg ts, “ 


I hope? 


s I’m 
Magma, by 
the way. 


I still feel 
that way every 
single morning 

when I wake up. It’s, 
like, amazing 
here. 


So let me 
tell you how it 
works, ‘cuz I know 
you must be 
exhausted. 


The sentient seed is involved in 
that process as well, believe it 
or not. She-- I call her a she-- 
is sorta in charge of how 
we use the trees 

and stuff. 


You can shower and change and 
eat, and we have temporary 
housing set up for new arrivals. 
We feel it’s important not to 
rush getting you a permanent 
home, since most people 
like to help build 

theirs. 


You haven’t 
heard? 


{> 

Where 
are you from, 
anyway? 


you live in 
trees? 


everywhere, it 
seems. I’ve been 
moving around a 
lot. My name’s 
Jean. 


lage omg! 
you have to 
meet Jean! 


yy 


Cutting my hair 
wasn't going to 
hide the real me. 


I’ve heard 
about Utopia, 
but it’s so amazing 
I had to assume 
it was all rumor 
and wishful 
thinking. 


_ It feels 
like anything’s 
possible here. 


Pm 

So this is where the 

real disguise comes 
into play. 


/ Welcome 
{ to Utopia. I 
hope you-- 


I’m sorry, 
you...You have 
no idea what it’s 
like to actually 
meet you. 


| 
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I feel that moment of 
confusion fade away 
as she realizes she 

has no idea who I am. 


To meet the 
leader of the 
mutants. 


DEEPER IN THE 


MI 
f “ELSEWHERE. 


Yeah, that’s ‘ 


right, Psylocke. 
Pry away, dig deep. 
You can see I’m 
not hiding 
anything. 


All the 
mutants, us 
as a group. Our 
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Hudson came to 
us with a totally 
valid proposal and 
I accepted. 


I fought 


collective hdc egal i oe 
ion. iberation, and he’s 
protection... «solid dude. dont 
like Kitty any more 
than you do, but 
I can work with 


claw-boy. 


And there’l! 
be a time when 
we'll all have to 
stand together 
to defend our 

nation. 


greed 
to. 


Wait, 
wait, wait, 
wait... 


_I’m hot . 
asking you to do 

anything now. I just 
need to Know I can 
count on you. 


",..you agreed to 
‘team up’?” 


Wi We're the 
We/ warrior class here. W 
By The protectors of 
the women and the 
kids. I love Kitty \ 
Pryde... 


buy into her pacifist 
osophy. I'll support 


er all the way up until 


J / 
f 
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anyone, to the 


wanna defect, 


agree to a common 
defense. That’s a// /, 


Mach Two's 

a child. Kitty used 

to basically babysit 

her in the tunnels 

back in New York. 

Nomi worshipped 
er. 


At some point 
she decided Kitty 
wasn’t living up to 
whatever ideal Nomi 
has in her head, and 
to her that’s worth 
pitting us against 
one another. 


Yeah, okay. 
We can agree 
to that. 


IF it comes 
down to it, we're 
on your side, 
Hudson. 


She's playing a dangerous 
game, with the seed and 
Tony Stark and her 
stupid press 
conferences. 


she 


thinks she’s 
untouchable. 


But 
that’s why 
I’m there. 


£ 


A gesture. 
Mf Forme, hot for 
| Kitty. And T'll 
owe you one. 


ou going to 
"a6 arent. 


But since you’re 


f gonna be the secret 


muscle behind Kitty’s 
eaceful facade, you 


p 
make sure it never 
gets to that point. 


And hey, come 

to think of it, I am 

going to ask you to 

do something now. 

Return the 
handgun Mach 
Two stole from 
Kitty. 


/\ 


“ Get rid of 
it, for good. It’s 
| a disaster waiting | 
to happel, that / 
thing. 


Next time 
we fight for our 
| freedom, we won’t 
fight the way 
humans do... 


i} *...we’ll 
like mutants." 


Aaaaahhhhhhhhhhh 


Let’s 
wait and 
see. 


Maybe 
James Hudson 
will show up and 

save them? 


We fought our _ — 


own war, and 
lost much 


A. 
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In a way, I 
can understand 


Kitty Pryde. I can 
| understand Utopia. 


S 


We lost much 
indeed. 


We were lucky <<. £ 
with our original {/ ; 
twenty. Our abilities creating 


were well suited to Utopia. /¢ 
the task at hand. b- ° 
cs. I, i, ne’ 
4 * = > a 


vat word, "U ee 
it’s less a proper name 

than a description. 
It’s small ‘u’ Utopia. 


created a literal | 
paradise. 
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Of course, 
then we were just 
trying to secure 


the basics: food, \ do you have more Be 


water, shelter. 


Her arrogance 
is repulsive. 


WV 


v some kind of 


, she 
interview: y 


We can use 
ou. We lost our 
telekinetics. They’re 
with the others, the 
ones who rejected 
Utopia. 


Rejected you, you 
mean. I Know all 
about Mach Two. 

The emotions 
flooding your brain 
right now, Kitty... 

you should be in 
therapy. 


We're a collective. 

A community. We all 
bring something to the 
table, and we all benefit 


from each other’s 
strengths. “q 


| <k 


I feel like I was given a gift. I, and 
everyone else, have this once ina 
lifetime chance to do something 
so important that can benefit 
mutants for generations. 


There's 
nothing like 
it anywhere 

else. 


Utopia’s the 
true mutant homeland. 
More grounded, more 
honest, where mutants 
can build their future 
with their own 
hands. 


Tian just 
seems...a bit 
much, don’t 

you think? 


You make 
it sound like 
( everything works 
perfectly, that 
it’s so ideal. 


ee 


What about Oh. Yeah, Tian. 
Tian? Tian’s not really the 
same thing at all, is it? } 
It’s more of a Kingdom, 
a walled garden, a 
playground for Xorn 
and Zorn, right? 


I have a hard 
time imagining 
scores of refugees 
Knocking on 
their doors. 


You forget 
you have ho 
secrets from 
me. 


You have 
no respect 
for Nomi. 


wl Support... 
the cause... 


That's not 
enough. We've 
chosen sides. 

Mach Two needs 
your support. 


She's just 
a kid... 


Warpath, 
look at the big 
picture. Think of 
your meeting 
with James 
Hudson. 


Kitty. 
pee is just 
a figurehead. 
James knows 

that. He’s 
taking steps. 


So sucK Up 
to the little blue- 
haired monster so 
you and I can 
get to work. 


Yp- NY 


The true 
power is never 
at the top. 


Never seen a 
commander-in-chief 
so unwilling to take 
command. 


U.S. ARMY. BASE rN 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
80 MILES NNWIOF UTOPIA 


Unbelievable. 


Standing by. Let 
me remind you 
this operation 
is a domestic 

one and as such 
P is under my 
jurisdiction. 


Not for 
us, we have our 
authorization. 
Are your men 
ready? 


=| ee: got no 

; Dire ait eh ia 

Feds taking poin 

wa on this. But let 

me tell you one 
thing... 


..Z'm not going to stand around 
while another Waco or Ruby Ridge 
goes down. This "Utopia” is an 
embarrassment to the 
country. To the world. 

This is America. 


My youngest 
daughter sees 


that girl leader of 
theirs on TV and it’s 
all I can do not to 
put a round through 
the set. 


Operation 
Natural Resources 
isago! 
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UTOPIA. 
JEAN GREY 


i 


We have the 


homing signal. 


Marking it as 
extraction 
point alpha. 


Derek, are 
you reading 
this? 


THE VILLAGE. Srey 


IRA 


ee: 


pit 
—_ 


| 
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U 
wanted the 
gun as a sign of 
good faith, 
you said? 


ee 
Se 


+. sTHE APPROACHES.” 


IF he’s coming, he'll come. 
You waiting around like 
some sad waif won't 
speed up the 
process. 


It’s a... 
Piotr’s a friend, 
from the camps. 
I keep hoping he 

makes his way 
here. 


But Piotr 
wouldn’t be 
coming for me. 
Not like that. 


Never was 
all that keen 
on competition 
anyway. 


} STORM 


BLACKHEATH 


Careful. This rock 


mee long Sa is extrusive ‘ -sfeal sticky 
. igneous basalt. stuff for someone 
igh amounts MACH:TWO like me. I’m not WARPATH 


of iron... going anywhere. 


ELSEWHERE. 


L—) 
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¥ 
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I haven't eaten in 
two days, Nomi. 
Not real food, 
anyway. 


How long 


can we stay 
out here? 


Have you 


seen the village 
recently? Utopia’s 
ot greenhouses 
ull oF Food. They ‘re 
winning. 


Listen, I 
agree with you, 
humans should be 
punished for what 
they've done to us. 
I'm pro-retaliation. 
I'll ne all freedom 
fighter on them 
ina second... 


ZL just hope 
we get the chance, 
before we die out 
here from eating tree 
bark and those weird 
green berries. 


We'll 
et the 
chance... 


| 
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We have comms 
up. Countermeasures 
coming online now. Drones 
nearly in position to provide 
us full visual surveillance 
over the whole 
reservation. 


But...these 
are mutants, 
General Ross... 


If they want a way around 
our systems, they'll 
probably find one. 


Kitty Pryde’s 
been shown again and 
again that the power 
of the media moves 
her cause forward. 
I’m gong to deny 
er that. 


We're restrictin 
the airspace, scramblin 

satellite coverage and cell 
= communications... 


fe —a 
ee Bae ee 
I am in charge, 
..road- Z General. 
blocking this ..we can’t 


whole area fifty afford any Or 
miles out... witnesses. , martyrs. 


And I have 
orders from the 
President: this 
isn't going to be 

a bloodbath. 


Point taken, 
but tell that to 
the kid up there 

with the razor 
claws. I aim to 


sn prepared. 


General Ross, 
we have them 
tagged, sir. 


Drones have 
identified every 
mutant in the 
target zone. 


Very 
good. Nice, 
strong thermal 
signals. 


ols 


Well, now that 
we Know what we’re 
dealing with, time to 
open up a dialogue. 
Kid, find us a 
humvee. 


What are y Following protocols. These 
you-- orders come from Congress and 


the White House, like you keep 

reminding me, 50 it’s going to 

be all legal and nicey-nice until... 
well, until it /sn’t. 


Don’t worry, 
this is just the 
first part of a very 
long day. I just need 
to look them 
in the eyes. 


_committing a_ 
single man to this 
operation until I 
do at least 


They‘re 
coming. 


It’s just 
one jeep, 
Jimmy. 


I don’t 
understand... 


This is 
absurd. We're a 
sovereign nation, 
protected by We have 
presidential order. rights! 
I’m going to talk 


to them. 
a4 


y Why are 
they here? This 
isn’t part of the 

N deal. 


Before you 


got here, we made 
a deal with Captain 
America. They’re 
supposed to leave 
us alone, not park a 
small army at our 
front door. 


Oh yeah, 
stark was 
right. 


About 
everything. 


‘m fine, 
soldier. 


General Ross, 
United States 
Army. I take it 
you’re Kitty 


I appreciate 
the one-on-one. 
It‘ll make this 
easier. 


I'll get to it: By special Congressional 
order, I’m here to inform you that 
your...arrangement with Captain 
America has been declared null 
and void. This land’s been 
transferred back to the federal 
government... 


..and you will all be taken 
into custody. The U.S. 
government is reclaiming 
what's theirs. 


Gs have its 
_ Inhabitants. This 
includes all materials 
owned by, created by, 
and otherwise in the 
possession of any 
mutant living within 
= these borders. 


= 


Your "Utopia" ’s 
been nationalized, 
Ms. Pryde... 


I want 
to speak 
to Captain 
America. 


this is a 
direct line to me. 
Any questions, 
anything at all, I‘ll be 
at the other end of 
this for those next 
twelve hours. 


& 
That will 
not be possible. 
Now, a5 a courtesy, \y 
I’m diving you twelve 
fA hours to talk to your 
[a people and coordinate 
an orderly exit 
GZ» from this land. Om 
Here < Ne 


sir, she’s 
gonna touch 
him... 


My cousin 
touched a mutie 
once and it messed 
him up real good. He 
was never quite 
the same after 
that... 


Hold 
your fire. 


~ = 


{ with that, 
sir. 


never gonna 
trust a 
mutant. 


General 
Ross, please 
get clear. 


It’s time, James. 
[t’s happening now. This 
is where everything falls 
apart. This is where it all 
comes together. 


NN 
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\ 


7 Oh, perfect VI |= yg you just” 
“ Eagles \ told me what 
Psylocke? i | a eae 


..That’s really 
creepy, you Know. 
No one likes it when 
a telepath 
does that. 


F what has-- 
wait, what’s 
going on? What 
did you just 


Mothervine. 


Don’t act 
like you didn’t 
now. 


\ La 
Ne eieg 

I said nothing. 
Just play your part, 
James, it'll all 
be over soon. 


N Yi 
But just so 
you know, in all 
this time, you’ve 
been the one I’ve 
enjoyed using 
the most. 


W aaa 


VZZ 


It will never 
stop, General 
Ross... 


if mutants \@ 
don'thavea ¥ 
safe place to 

call home. 


I’m fine, 
stay in the 
vehicle. 


Place that 
sniper under 
arrest. 


What 
was she like, 
sir? 


Yes, 


General. 


And take 
us to stage 


When I was at 
camp Angel, I sawa 
lot of mutants. We 
treated them like 
inmates, a population 
we needed to 
control. 


Ihavea 
niece the same 
age as Kitty Pryde. 
They even look alike. 


I don’t think 
y/ a single one of 

us is prepared for 
what’s about to 
happen. 


THESVILEAGE® 


Ay 
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Okay, 
enough of 


\ the self-pity, 


Kitt 


..it happened, 
t is what it is. 
You survived 
Stryker, you can 
survive this. 


They need 
you. 


They 
heed you to 
be strong. 


Utopia will 


f not die, not 
\ here and not 


now. 


So are we 
agreed? 


\\, G 
Dial it back, 
Nomi. You and I 
both know this is 
er oe and 
iy only $ ot. Xs 


\ Y 
Easy. she’s 
fourteen years 
old, let her be 
a brat. 

\s 


_ You're — 
right, Nomi. 


You never 
said two words 
to me back in the 
tunnels. I’m not 
some dumb Kid. 


Would I 
have the famous 
Jimmy Hudson 

asking me for help 
if L was? 


You aren’t some dumb kid, 
Nomi. You‘re Mach Two, 
and I need your help 
to save Utopia. 


The Army’s 
pares at ae 
ont door. We 
can’t do it Ciel 
without you. : Omer as 


Happy now? 
The big, handsome ¢ 
man thinks you’re 
awesome. 


"Hours LATERsee = | The others, the outcasts, 
2 R | 
| | SST what it actually meant. 
ry ee) ln a | 
4 NAM. éL (1 ” 9 But how bad could it have | 


; ES ||| they returned at dusk. You 
— = a 7 io ‘ been? Mach Two is 50 
lI 


d 
L414 could have heard a pin drop. the rift, why it happened and 
_—— - vente ae as er 
is fixated on Kitty. 
es | Zl . | 
» ~< 


I 
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omething else 
at here? 


Is this the | 
salvation of 
Utopia or its 
death Knell? 


I don’t think 
negotiation is a 
viable option, but 
Utopia is peaceful 
in intent and I 
will make the 
effort. 


Utopia is 
well defended. 
Magma and Storm 
and Blackheath and 
Zero and so many 
others turned this 
dead patch of desert 
into a living 


fortress. 
But we will 


not attack. We 
are perfectly positioned 
to defend, to ride out 
this siege and maintain 
our nonviolent 
stance. 


General Ross 
has no orders 
to kill us; we are | 
to be taken alive. 
As long as that’s 
the situation, we 
cannot lose. 


They’re 
coming at us 
al To all 
of us, this is 
nothing new. 


What wil! 
be new is how 
it ends: no mutants 
need to die, and no 
humans should either. 
We need to show 
them that we are 
simultaneously 
not a threat... 


..but that we are 
to be respected, 
to be afforded basic 
rights...of speech, of 
property and privacy, 
of religion and 
philosophy, and of 
self-determination. 


To be left 
Ny in peace. This is 
what we were 
promised. 


And this 
reason, and 
_only this reason, 
is why we will meet 
aggression with 
resistance. 


..we need 
to lock down a 
few basic things, 


We need to store 
water and food. We need 
to move essentials deeper 
into the forest, away from 
the village buildings... 


now, well before 
the deadline. 


Perimeter watch: I'll need 
volunteers to maintain 
constant eyes on 
the enemy... 


What is he 
doing? Didn't 
he hear a word 
I said? 
Everyone 
heard you, 
Kitty... 


But he’s being sensible, Your people are 
he’s not contradicting clearly behind 
anything you you. 

said. 


They 
just want to 
help carry your 
burden a bit. 
Let them. 


Are 
you behind 
me? 


Future Utopia. 
Or rather, its 
people. 


independen rae ; Iam, Kitty. \ 
of mutants in One hundred } 
America. ; percent. 


cne roid, aS oO 
ited under Tian. 


r Farbird. 
SS 
; Change 
7 , of plans. 
~ 


I’m going 
to see this I need 
through with the you to stay 
Utopia mutants. on over watch. 
Please inform can you do 
the others. that for me? 


I’m going 
One to level the 
last thing, playing field. 
Farbird. 
On my 
order, I want 
you to hit the 


military convoy 
with your EMP 
weapon. 


| 


MoooN 


y 


» 
Hib 
Aj. 


my 
\) 
\ al 
Pe a! 
i 


\ 


ANN i 


| wll 


i 


i 


ied: 
; (4 
te 
_ 


Aaee ee 


+ 


lI 


= 
7 
laled 
za 
_ 
< 
= 
= 
< 
z 


14-45 es 


~ we 


Le ae D \ 2 
Raoe Gals pepe ZE 
Ne — 

= 


~~ 


5 Sane 
iis 


THE|SIEGE OUTSIDE UTOPIA: 


"They will = 
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THE*VILLAGE. 
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MICROMAX: Are you 
in some kind of 


They're rush, James? 
taking their STORM. 


sweet time. 


ly) 
y 
eat Y SHOLA. 


a 


By 


A 


 — 


BLACKHEATH: 


JAMES HUDSON. 


_ Remember I’m avin When they 

in the desert, to goal come, Shola. 
Hudson? Howwe meteor strike When they 
took out those apocalypse on come. 

militia pukes? these guys 

here. The first 
shot will be theirs, 
but after that... 


This is what 
I've been waiting 
for! This is the other 
shoe dropping. I say 
bring it on! 


We've all been 
ready for quite some 
time, General. I still 

think your 12-hour grace 
period was over- 
generous. 


Humans, 
mutants...citizens, 
American nationals. 

People. 


What. 

/ congressional 
order 334 does is 
unprecedented in 

this nation’s 
history. 


talking about 
human beings-- £ 


I’m doin 
this by. The. 
Book. 


Because it’s a 
safe bet at some 
point you and I will be 
testifying before a more 
sympathetic, future 

Congress. 


Or the courts. 

I hear there’s one 
called The Hague, 
takes a keen interest 
in human rights 
abuses. 


What 
the hell’s 
that...? 


The entire 
reservation just 
climbed into the 
mid-nineties. I’m 
getting just one 

single heat 

signature. 


We just lost 
surveillance. 


we havea 
problem! 


Everyone 
in hard and 
fast. 4 


Any and all 
force is hereby 
authorized. 


JEAN/GREY; 


N VP 
But not to 
you, I see. That’s 
interesting. 

UW XS 


NS 
You’re 
not who you say 
you are, that 
much is clear. 
Yi 


I know. This 
is all your doing, 
isn't it? 


I have to say, 
from one psychic 
to another: I’m 

impressed. 


what 
about Kitty 


aren’t alone, 
are you: x 


“Farbird.” 
I'm not sensing 
too much from 


"Bit of a limited 
intelligence, there. 
But he’s certainly 
carrying a torch for 
you, isn’t he? 


Ae 


"“Farbird, this is 


Jean Grey. Change 
of plans: I need you 


to stand down, 
return home.” 


PSYLOCKE: 


RA 


ea Us ——> % 


. 
"You heard me, a 
Farbird. comply 


 eeiear id = = 
AT ONCE. 
FARBIRD OUT. 


That 
was easy. And 
impressions usually 
aren’t my thing. Good 
thing bird boy’s 
not so bright. 


< a ‘E> 


it you just 
ance Werche 
e playin 
Feld’? . / 


are you that 
iil Cass 


“YOU think 
you’ re the 
only omega 
level out here 
today? 


OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE. 


Wait! We’re 
meant to take 
them alive-- 


co 


> | 


— 7 - s 
| Neue 
: io & 


“i 


\. 
AW) 


wy ANG 


A a SN 
a ‘a 
oe 


tC < a 
ia ” 
iy , 


That was 
something. 
Do you have 

some sort of 

mae el a ureany 

streetfighter 
abilit or. enine 
something? you. 


I didn’t mean 
to undermine you 
by going a bit 
caveman there. 


Hold it. 
We'll never win 
this way. 


Hand mea 
grenade. 


Utopia’s future is Tian’s. 
A unified mutant race, 
under our control, is 
what will protect our kind 
from the anger and 
hatred of the world. 


a 


| (t will happen 
| again... 


..UNtil our 4 
future goes up 
in flames. 


‘safe harbor 
mutants. 


Ha. Like 
that frightens 
me. 


Whoever 
or whatever 
you are... 


This land is 
hereby reclained 
by the government of | 
the United States 


of ——— 


Mutants, by 
congressional order \ 
334 you are required } | ¥ 

to stand down! Qe. 
v 


e your 
ons. 4 
‘ V, 


A 
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. pers 
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I suggest \ y 
you comply. 


Do you This is the 
feel the death stroke 
flames? for both you and 
this miserable 
“Utopia.” 


A WY, 
‘ Maybe once ‘ 
this place is in 
cinders, and its 
population in 
4, chains... Xx 


Ye 
eoek I 
pay a visit 
to Tian? 
W NS 


ae ee 


NT, 


SO 


= 


A FOOL IF SHE 
THINKS FARBIRD 
WOULD NOT KNOW 
HER VOICE, AND 
THAT OF AN 
IMPOSTOR. 


I’m having 
trouble...the 
only word I’m 
getting is... 


...Mothervine... 


Jimmy, 
what’s gotten 
into you?! 
I didn’t 
want this! I 
didn’t want it 


to come to 
his! 


Mutants, 
you have ten 
seconds... 


What gives? 

You called us 

here to fight 
a war. 


4/ wrong. I--I 
N\ wasn’t thinking 
clearly... 


We wouldn’t 
survive another 
war. 
Maybe we 


won’t have to 
fight one. 
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with crushing, 
and with fire. 


hey are not 
of this place. They 
are intruders. They 
will kill us. 
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..They‘re 
being ripped 
apart... 


I’m nothing 
like you. Whatever 
you are. 


“Evil” is 
a poorly used 
word... 
..Would you 
not consider 


yourself a 
villain...? 


You 
sound like you 
approve. 


\\. Y 
And for our 
kind, it’s rarely 
peaceful. 

W As 


NS O 
By your silence 
and your thoughts, 
I know you agree. 
YW XS 


\. Z 
_ I believe 
in the greater 
Y good. 


my telepathy 
is failing, as is my 
voice... 


IT 15 NO 
TRICK. SHE HAS 
MERE SECONDS 

LEFT. 


. Jean, 
come close... 


..Z was here 
to preside over 
the extinction of I believe there 


the mutants... ‘ Siena) vet 
..but in these ring my mission to 
last moments, I completion... 
see my death need 
not be a barrier 
to success... 


you, Jean 
Grey. 


after that. 


control, quickly saw the 
situation for what it was... 


Cease 
fire! Cease 
fire! 


‘ d one 
that the army had little 
chance of winning. 


It’s that 
General... 


The fight’s c 5. arly rtrolled 
by Psylocke, they were 
free, as well. 


attle was replaced with 
sadness and regret. 


through. 


You won your 
war of independence; 
you have your land 
and your people. Hell, 
you even have an 
ideology. 


People are 
afraid of you. OF 
mutants, of what 
this place represents. 
Stop reminding 
them of it. 


Kok, 


& 
. 


I’ve ordered 
a full retreat and 
withdrawal. 


I still have my 


\/ orders, but if Washington 
persists in enforcing this 
resolution of theirs, 
they'll have to do it 
diplomatically. 


It’s an effective 
deterrent you have 
here, this jungle. 


Indeed. 


This didn’t 


need to happen. 
May I offer you 
some advice, 
Ms. Pryde? 


Stay off the 
Internet, stay off the 
airwaves. Stop holding 

press conferences where 
you offer to fix the 
world’s problems. 


Lay low, work 
on your problems Stop giving 
here, live your people excuses 
lives. Just be. 4 ‘to come after 
you. 


You think 
that’s what we’re 
doing, General 
Ross? 


stop 
blaming the 
victim. 


All my life, all 
our lives, all we've felt 
is the pressure to hide who 
we are, that the way to avoid 
prejudice and violence is to 

e as meek and quiet 
as possible... 


and 
even that 
doesn’t always 
work. 


The problem 
isn’t us. We don’t 
need to change 
how we act. 


Just a suggestion. 
You all are nell ae 
don’t you want to just 
enjoy yourselves? 


Y sell thatto 
NM your Washington fi 
Ky bosses. 


What we 
/ wouldn’t dive for 
\ our childhoods back, 
General Ross. 


What human 
kids take for \jay 
granted, we can 
only dream ff 
of having. 


Their resilience is impressive. 
Even in the face of existential 
threats and complete betrayal... 


.. They persevere, buryin 
old grudges, mendi g 
relationships and trusts. They speak of 
Psylocke--or 
whatever she 
was--briefly. 


They can trace her influence 
back to even before Utopia 
was founded. 


Tome, this shows the steps 
the American government will 
take to suppress mutant rights, 
but here they just seem relieved 
to trust each other again. 


compromised, the rebellion | in 
their midst was engineered 
from the outside. 


“These mutants will 
be valuable assets 
to Tian, Farbird.” 


But we're 
not quite there. 
Not yet. I want you to 
return to Tian. 
How quickly can 
you do that? 


MISTRESS KNOWS 
I CAN TOLERATE VACUUM 
AND ENTER LOW EARTH ORBIT 
FOR SHORT PERIODS OF 
TIME. I CAN BE IN TIAN IN 
THREE HOURS. 


Of course. 
But I would be 
pleased if you 

managed it 

in two. 


YES, SHALL I REPORT 
MISTRESS... IN TQ THE QTHERS 
OQNCE I ARRIVE? 


..@0 directly to 
iy Prvaye quarters, 
and prep for Project 
Activation. Codename: ” ay4 


supersonic. Use m 


y i 
private passcode. _ Wait for my 


T WILL 
STAND BY. 


») : 


It 
is Important, 
Farbird. It’s what 
all this has been 
about. 


With 
luck, it will be 
unnecessary. 


But we will 
be prepared all 
the same. Fly 
well, Farbird. 


“You’re Jean 
Grey.” 


YOU ARE THE 
MISTRESS OF TIAN 
AND ITS PEOPLE LOVE 
YOU FOR YOUR 
WISDQM AND 
PROTECTION. 


Glad to see 
the whole "Karen 
Grant” thing's 
passed. 


There’s 
no way you 
saw through my 
telepathic screens. 
Only an omega level 
master could 
have-- 


The sentient 
seed. 


..everyone’s 
going to treat 
you differently. 


I’ve known 
almost since 
day one. 


; The others are So you 
just finding out now. It'll — know why I’m 
be interesting to see how this here. 
conversation plays out, because 
when you leave this house... 


Utopia is 

not Tian, 

and never 
will be. 


There eventual! 
has to be a place where 
mutants and humans can 
co-exist. Where there 
is tolerance and 
respect. 


A segregated 
society...wnen has 
that ever worked? 


Utopia may be 
young and imperfect, 
but you don’t 
understand the 
first thing about 
what we're doing 
here. 


You are 
such. An. 
Idiot. 


All of you 
walking around like 
you've won. Like this 
was some victory! 
They’ll be back, 


you Know. 
They will 
always come 
back. 


This is why Tian : 
exists! But you, and 
your arrogance, will pin \ 
all these people to this... | 
where in the coer ai 
et YOU even ee Bie You are an 
your extermination at embarrassment 
their leisure. to all mutants. 


can’t you 
sense it? Goon, 
Fine. Why bi the pile of 
don't you tell je community. 
me Wat I Oh, right... 
don’t Know. 


YOU 
can’t. The 
jungle’s blocking 
your telepathy. I 
bet you were hoping 
no one would 
realize that. 


So I'll explain it 
all to you. Had you come 
to us honestly, openly... 


..we might have ; 
considered a partnership Working, 
of sorts with Tian. sister todether might 
nations, ate. It woutan be nice. aukwak with 
ave stopped anythin 
we're doing here, Sone you, Jean. At least 


H not the "mistress 
giana: community’ would of Tian” Jean Grey. 


Who are you how, 
anyway? 


That’s 
rhetorical. It’s 
pretty clear what 
you are: a 
despot. 


And listen 
carefully: Utopia 
will never be closed 
down or abandoned. 
Tian may be beautiful 
and unique... 


...but 50 is 
Utopia. And every 
day it gets more and 
more 50, because 
we’re building it with 
our own hands. 


I know 
you want us, as 
part of some sort 
of mutant 
empire... 


«but you'll 
never, ever 
have us. 


Utopia 
won't Kneel 
to anyone. 


she 
promised me. 


What | 
are we seeing, 
then? 


A Utopia Did you 
that’s learned .. Without hear what 
how to win... ever having I said? 

to fight. 
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